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HOME OPERATIONS. 

We have heretofore interspersed our discussions of Peace as a subject 
with too little of what has been done to advance it as an enterprise. There 
must of course be so much similarity in the plans formed fiom time to time 
by our Committee, and in the efforts made from place to place by our Secre- 
tary and Agents, that few, except its most ardent friends, would be likely to 
feel an unflagging interest in the frequent repetition of such details ; but 
we ceriainly ought to lei our readers know what is done or attempted for our 
cause, and how the Society's servants toil in this great Christian reform. 
In our last we quoted from the proposals of our Committee, and the sugges- 
tions of our Secretary, enough to show that they have all along been fully 
awake to what is needed in the cause, and quite ready to carve out ample 
work for its friends all over the country. To these appeals we hope in due 
time for a generous response; and meanwhile we will furnish some further 
specimens of our Committee's recent action, and of the way in which the 
Society's servants are laboring to accomplish its objects. 

ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Committee on Publications. — " Voted, to appoint a Standing Commit- 
tee on Publications in accordance wiih the recommendation of the Commit 
tee of Reference to the Society at its late annual meeting." 

The object of this measure has heretofore been accomplished, with equal 
or greater care, sometimes by appointing a special committee on each case 
as it occurred, or by bringing the question at once before the whole Execu- 
tive Committee; but a Standing Committee is a decided improvement, and 
has been promptly adopted to supply the only deficiency, and that more ap- 
parent than real, in the past course of <<ur Committee, as compared with 
the recommendations of the Committee of Reference in their able and elab- 
orate report. Our system now comforms in every particular, we believe, to 
that which the Society, at its last anniversary, approved by a vote entirely 
unanimous. 

Petitions to Congress. — "Resolved, That we deem it incumbent on 
the American Peace Society to renew this year its petition to our National 
Legislators in behalf of peaceful Substitutes for War. 

Resolved, That we earnestly request the friends of Peace throughout the 
cou try to unite with us for this purpose, and to forwaid their petitions to 
both Houses of Congress early in the approaching session." 

We hope and trust our friends will pay special heed to these resolves of 
our Committee, and lake prompt and efficient measures 10 aid us in carrying 
th.^m into effect. It would be well, indeed, if their petitions should be for- 
warded (for the House, to the Representative from their own district, and for 
the Senate, to one of the Senators from their own Slate, unless for special 
reasons some other member be preferred,) in season for the opening of Con- 
gress. The session will be so short — only three months— that whatever is 
done, must be done quickly. And for this service, as we have no agents to 
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send forlh on such an errand, we must of course rely on the spontaneous co- 
operation of our friends. Let them take hold of the work at once, with a 
determination to see it done, and it will be done to good purpose. Let every 
reader of the Advocate consider himself specially charged with this labor of 
love for the cause in his own place ; and, writing off two copies of the sub- 
joined form, one for the House, and the other for the Senate, let him go 
forth to procure signatures, and then forward them, as above suggested, to 
Washington, before the first of December: 
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United Stales: 

The undersigned, citizens of in the State of , deploring the 

great and manifold evils of war, and believing it possible to supersede its 
alleged necessity, as an Arbiter of Justice arming Nations, by the adoption 
of timely and feasible substitutes, respectfully petition your Honorable 
Bodies to take such act on as you may deem best for ihis most desirable end, 
by " securing in our treaties with other nations, a piovision for referring to 
the decision of umpires all misunderstandings that cannot be satisfactorily 
adjusted by amicable negotiation." 

I Bringing the Question of Peace before State Legislatures. — 
" Resolved, That we invite the friends of Peace in different States of our 
Union to petition their respective Legislatures, at their next session, in be- 
half of peaceful substitutes for War, and endeavor to procure from thern 
some action in favor of this important object." 

We have heretofore done too little in this way of promoting our cause ; 
but our Committee deem it very desirable to enlist our State as well as 
National Legislators in behalf of an object so important and interesting 
alike to them all. Their favorable action would help us much with the 
general government ; and, even should we fail of obtaining any decisive 
action, we should doubtless find the effort itself an excellent mode of bring- 
ing the general claims of our cause before the people of each State through 
their Legislature. We must agitate, wisely yet resolutely and perseveringly 
agitate, or we can never gain our object ; and this we deem a proper and 
hopeful mode of agitation, in which we wish at once to enlist all our friends 
from one end of the country to the other. We hope they will promptly 
respond to our wishes in this respect by petitioning their respective Legis- 
latures in such form as they may prefer ; but in furtherance of the object 
stated in the foregoing resolution of our Committee, a modification of the 
form of the above-proposed petition to Congress, would perhips suffice for 
the purpose. 

On the general subject of " Stipulated Arbitration as a feasible and effec- 
tive substitute for War," a document of some length has just been prepared 
under the direction of our Committee, designed to bring this particular sub- 
stitute before the Legislators of our country as a measure peculiarly Amer- 
ican, and worthy of their special consideration. It will be stereotyped forth- 
with, and be ready very soon for use by our friends ; and we hope they will 
extensively come to our aid in bunging this part of our cause before the 
public and the Legislature in their respective States. 
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Correspondence with Missionaries. — The first missionaries from our 
country to the heathen, such as Hall, Judson and Newell,took a spontaneous, 
active interest in this cause ; and we doubt not that the following circular, 
addressed to them by direction of our Committee, will elicit from those now 
in the field expressions of similar interest, and furnish a collection of Test- 
imonials to the Cause of Peace that will do honor to them, and much good to 
our cause. 

Office of the •American Peace Society, 

Boston,September 20, 1852. 
Bev. and dear Sir, — 

You are doubtless aware, that the American Peace Society, sustained 
more or less by Christians of every Protestant denomination in our land, has 
long been laboring, in conjunction with friends of Peace in other parts of 
Christendom, to do away the custom of war, and secure the perpetual reign 
of Peace coextensive with Christianity, by the simple, Scriptural process of 
applying the Gospel aright to the case. 

In behalf of this object, we wish to enlist not only Christians at home, but 
equally those Pioneers of the Cross who have gone forth to preach peace 
and good-will, Jesus and Him crucified, throughout the pagan world. It is 
not merely because they must necessarily cast the mould ol faith and charac- 
ter for all the future Christians of Asia, Africa, and the islands of the Pacific, 
but also because we need in behalf of this cause your reflex influence upon 
the Christian community here who sustain you by their contributions and 
prayers. Of the early missionaries from our country, such as Hall, Judson 
and their associates, we already have some precious memorials of their sym- 
pathy for this cause in communications from them to our predecessors in the 
Peace Society; and, not doubting that you feel very much as they did, we 
beg leave to present a few points for your consideration, and to ask in reply 
such an expression of your views as you may be disposed to give, and allow 
us to use at discretion, for our encouragement and aid in this arduous work. 

1. Let us, then, inquire how far you regard this cause as identical in 
spirit and results with your own, and how far the former as essential or trib- 
utary to the latter. 

2. To what extent has the practice of war among nations reputably 
Christian, prejudiced the unevangelized against the gospel, and obstructed 
its spread, or neutralized its saving power ? 

3. What influence, it) your judgment, would a general war in Christen- 
dom, or a protracted war between two such countries as England and Amer- 
ica, be likely to have on the missionary cause ? 

4. What do you think would be, or what have you found actually to be, 
the effect of war on the immediate field of missionary operations? 

5. Since the gospel has been preached in Christendom for fifteen centu- 
ries without abolishing war in a single nation, and as we must all desire to 
prevent so long a delay in accomplishing this part of its promised results 
among the heathen, what can be done, or what should be attempted, by 
Christians at home and by missionaries, to make sure henceforth of having 
peace go hand in hand with the gospel over the whole earth ? 

6. Is there, on this part of Christianity, any special defect, and if so, what, 
in the education of Christian missionaries for their work ? 

If you see fit, dear Sir, to answer these inquiries in detail, or to make any 
other suggestions on the general subject that may serve to guide or encour- 
age us in the great Christian enterprise entrusted for the present to our 
care, you will oblige us ; and, if you desire for yourself, or for use in promot- 
ing our cause, any of our publications, of which we have several volumes, 
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and a large number of tracts, as well as a monthly periodical, we shall be 
glad to forward one copy or more of each and all for your mission, in any 
way you may direct. We hardly need say, that we are especially desirous 
of putting ourselves in more extensive and more frequent corret-pondence 
with our friends on missionary ground, and shall always esteem it a favor 
to hear from them on this subject at their pleasure. Allow us to hope for 
an answer to this at your earliest convenience, and thus oblige, on behalf of 
the American Peace Society, and by order of its Executive Committee, 
Yours in the Gospel of Peace, 

Geo. C. Beckwith, 

Corresponding Secretary. 

Depositories of the Society's Publications. — Our readers are 
already apprised of the effort now in progress to procure the means of re- 
issuing our stereotyped tracts and volumes in quantities sufficient to estab- 
lish depositories of them in different parts of the country. By the liberality 
of our friends, we have begun the proposed re-issue ; and our Committee, at 
a recent meeting, 

" Voted., That the Corresponding Secretary be authorised to establish in 
central places, especially at the West, Depositor.es of the Society's Pub- 
lications. 

Agents.— The Committee, also, re-appointed a Lecturing Agent at the 
West, and would be glad to send forth a much larger number than we have 
ever employed, as soon as men of the requisite qualifications can be found. 
The service, however, is so very hard, and is relieved by so few personal 
advantages, that we have found it exceedingly difficult lo obtain the men 
we want ; but we trust that the God of Peace will ere long raise up such 
leaders in " the sacramental hosts " of this cause as it so much needs, and 
must eventually secure. 

As a partial substitute for the labors oi Lecturing Agents entirely devoted 
to the work, the Committee have anew authorised the appointment of Local 
Agents, active friends of Peace, willing without charge to act, on behalf of 
the Society, " in their respective localities, by preaching on the subject at 
their convenience, bringing it before ecclesiastical and other public bodies, 
and receiving contributions to the cause." Some of our friends have already 
performed in this capacity services that deserve our warmest thanks ; and 
we presume that these will cheerfully continue their labor of love for our 
common cause, and that many others will ere long be found ready to " go 
and do likewise." 

AGENCY LABORS. 

We have hitherto employed less of this service than we ought, little 
more indeed than enough to set and keep our publications at work on the 
public mind. As a specimen, however, of what our servants are doing, we 
g ve a few short extracts from our Secretary's report of one or two recent 
excursions: — 

A Lecturing Excursion. — In the month of July, having made arrange- 
ments for a long lecturing tour into Maine, I started on Saturday to spend 
the Sabbath in Dover, N. H., where I was cordially received, and preached 
on Peace during the day to the Orthodox and Unitarian congregations. On 
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Monday morning, after collecting some $20 from a few individuals thefe,-— 
ami we have some excellent, steadfast friends in Dover, — I took cars, on a 
similar errand, for Exeter; but, as our chief fiends here were absent, I 
called in the afternoon at Durham, where I collected a few dollars for the 
cause. On Tuesday I finished my efforts at collection of funds (about $40) 
in Dover, and went in the evening to deliver a lecture at Salmon Palls, N. H. 
The gentlemanly agent ot the manufacturing company there, P. Lawton, 
Esq., had made the best arrangements practicable to give me a hearing; 
and I addressed in a beautilul hall a number larger than I could well have 
expected in weather so oppressively hot. Prom the a»ent and a few other 
friends, I obtained nearly ten dollais for the Society, and then proceeded ihe 
next evening 10 lecture in like manner at South Berwick, JVle., and subse- 
quently to solicit aid, with some degree of success, boih in this place, and 
at Great Palls, N. H. 

It was,I think, in Berwick, that the venerable Founder of our Society began 
his course of public ecturing on Peace. He had a sister and other friends 
here, during his visits to whom he used to try his powers in speaking on his 
favorite theme ; and, probably as the fruit of his labors, I have always found 
a few devot-d friends of our cause here. I had before heard of an excellent 
maiden lady here, now some eighty years old, as a warm-hearted fiiend of 
peace, but had never seen her. I walked out under a broiling sun to her 
residence in the vicinity of the village, and was amply repaid by her fresh 
reminiscences of Mr. Ladd, and the undiminished fervor of her zeal for our 
cause. We may well take courage and hope for its success when God thus 
enshrines it in such hearts. 

I failed in my arrangements for a lecture next evening at Saco ; and, after 
collecting a small amount there, I passed on to spend the Sabbath in Sac* 
carappa and Portland. In the former, Rev. Mr. Ashley, the Congrega- 
tional Pastor, received me with great kindness, and in his church I preached 
twice, and took up a collection. In the evening, the Rev. Mr. Lord, nephew 
of William Ladd, and now preaching at Westbrook, look me into Portland, 
to the Rev. J. W. Chickerino's church, where, though the weather was so 
uncomfortable, I had a veiy good audience, and a fine opportunity of pres- 
sing the claims of our cause especially as an . uxiliary in the work of the 
world's conversion. On Monday I called on some of our friends, and ob- 
tained nearly $40 fom the few whom I saw. The lime was most unfavor- 
able for such an application, or I should doubtless have raised much more ; 
but I was more than ever encouraged by the lone of feeling with which I 
was generally received here. 

I cannot help mentioning one case. I had a long conversation with the 
Hon. Samuel Fessenden, for many years one of the first lawyers in the 
State, and found him much better informed on the subject of Peace, and 
much more thorough in his views of its fundamental principles, than I had 
expected. He gave what I may call a brief sketch of his experience. " I 
used," said he, "to take much interest in military matters. So long ago as 
our last war with England, in 1812, I came down here from the country in 
command of a company lor the defence of Portland ; and I continued my 
interest in military affairs until I reached, not many years after, one of the 
highest offices, and became, as you know, a General. I did not then stop 
to think whether it was consistent or not with my profession as a Christian; 
but I had for a neighbor a woithy Quaker who seemed bent on bringing and 
keeping this question before my nrind. I was fond enough of making a dis- 
play, especially on muster days ; but Friend Hnssey was sure, some how or 
other, to come across my path on all such occasions. I recollect one in 
particular. Mounted on tny charger, and decked out in the usual insignia 
of a Brigadier General, I was riding along the street at the head of my staff, 
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metier. 1 came all at once upon Friend Hnssey, who seemed not at all disposed 
to make any haste in getting out of the way, but turning up his luild, bland 
face, archly said, " Ah ! Friend Samuel, thee got thy Christian armor on 
to-day. has thee ?" The Quaker said no more ; but the question, — thee got thy 
Christian armor on ? — kept ringing in my ear all day ; nor did I ever get it <mt 
of my mind until I gave up my commission as a military officer, and Came to 
the conclusion, after long and careful inquiry, that the gospel. ri_htly un- 
der tood, condemns all war. In this view, indeed, I preceded my friend, 
Mr. Ladd, and urged him to take it years before he did." I will only add, 
as one proof of our friend's interesi in our cause, that he gave ten dollars, 
and said he hoped he should have a like sum ready for Us every year. 

We have no room for any more of even such brief details from onr Secre- 
tary's report j but, as a lit le fuller specimen, we will jusi add, that the next, 
evening he went for a lecture to Yarmouth, the next to Brunswick, the res- 
idence of our able and excellent friend, Prof. Upham, and the one following 
to Bath, whence he went for ihe Sabbath to Augusta and Hallowell, ex- 
tending his excursion through Winthiop as far as Watervtlle, the seat of 
the college under the auspices of our Baptist brethren. He often leciured 
every successive evening, and usually delivered about six discourses a 
week ; but the delivery of these was scarcely a quarter of the labor he per 
formed, since he spent almost every day, from morning till late at night, 
in soliciting aid to our cause. All this, too, while " the dog-star raged" in 
July and August; but, even under such unfavorable circumstances, he suc- 
ceeded in this pari of his business much better than his fears, having col- 
lected an average of some SI 2 a day during his excursion. He was every- 
where received kindly, and all the ministers, so far as he reports, cheerfully 
interested themselves in praparing the way for him. They opened their 
churches, noiified his lectures in other congregations, invited him to their 
own houses, and in various other ways aided him in his good but arduous 
and irksome work. His success here, as everywhere, depended very much 
on their ready and cordial co-operation. 

A short excursion for Funds. — We will give only one specimen of 
three days. "Early in August, I preached in Bradford for our excellent 
friend, Rev Nathan Monroe ; but, worn by incessant labors for several 
weeks previous, I did not stop there to call on our friends, and the pressure 
of other duties in Bobton kept me from returning to the thankless task of 
solicitation until September 14, when I went to Bradford by the fiist train 
of cars, and, after r-peiiding the day there and in Haverhill, raising $25 in 
the latter, and nearly $30 in the former, I took the latest train to George- 
town. Here I spent the next day, in the midst of incesant rain, but suc- 
ceeded in collecting $25 before the last train back to Bradford. The next 
morning I took cars to Exeter, where in two hours I obtained from a few 
good friends of the cause $12, and then came by the return train back to 
Lawrence and Methuen, where, before the lasl train to Boston, I collected 
$15 more. Thus, in an absence of two nights and three days, I raised up- 
wards of $100, with pledges ot more in nearly every place I visited." 

We give the foregoing brief specimens of the way in which our servants 
labor for the cause, of the kindness with which they are received, and the 
success attendant on the right sort of effort. Such efforts ought to be ex- 
tended ere long over our whole country. 



